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Introduction

One doesn't have to look far to find a person using a cell phone. In fact, cell phones are 'smart' now and used for countless tasks beyond call making. So many tasks that cell phones can become quite a distraction. In schools, cell phones are almost as mainstream as pencils and notebooks- everybody has one. Teachers, parents, and administrators are quick to see these as a nuisance and a big problem in the classroom. Jack Tessier (2013), a secondary Science teacher, considers cell phones a "tool for learning and explored as a means to help students assess and take ownership of knowledge" (p. 25). He conducted a study and published the results in his article, "Student Impressions of Academic Cell Phone Use in the Classroom". 

With this research, Tessier hoped to get students' perspective of cell phone use within the classroom. He said (2013), "In particular, I wanted to know if students felt that using a cell phone for academic purposes would promote learning, cause distractions, increase their enjoyment of the class, encourage attendance, and promote student success in the class" (p. 25). Instead of embracing this means of relating to the students and engaging in participation, educators are banning the cell phones and restricting their use (Tessier 2013, p. 25).  Tessier hoped to use his research to prove that cell phones as an academic tool would essentially improve the learning experience. The cell phone is becoming a constant and unavoidable accessory in the daily lives of students. It's important to embrace the technologies and find ways to incorporate them into the class room. This potentially will keep the students engaged and better their learning. 
Research Design and Methodology

Tessier conducted his research within an environmental studies course that he himself taught. The class met on a regular schedule, consisted of about 35 students, who met for small group discussions (6 students) before coming together as a whole group to further discuss. Although students were encouraged to use all electronic devices, all but 2 used a cell phone. One used a laptop and the other used no device at all.  Students tasks included finiding data to support their answers to a series of content are questions (Tessier. 2013, p. 25).  

As the students worked, Tessier made himself available to help students with internet searches and to also keep them focused on the task at hand. Social media became a problem occasionally, although most students remained engaged in the course (Tessier, 2013, p. 26). As the course and semester ended, the students were given a voluntary paper survey to take in which they rated their impressions of cell phone use in the classroom. A faculty member who had not been involved in the course gave the survey. Answers ranged from no and never to all the time and absolutely. They were calculated and graphed. In addition to impressions, actual cell phone usage was also graphed (Tessier, 2013, p. 26). 

Results and Discussion

Almost all of the students completed the survey and of those, most all used their cell phone 'all the time' during group work. The survey suggested "students felt that cell phone use helped their learning, was not a distraction, helped them enjoy the class, improved their attendance a little, and promoted their success (Tessier, 2013, p. 26).  
Overall, the students had a positive impression of the cell phone use. The least affect it had on them was their attendance. The research also showed that the more the students actually used their phones for learning, the more positive their feelings were regarding implementing the phones into the coursework (Tessier, 2013, p. 27).  Even the students who didn't use their cell phones in class as often considered them not to be a distraction, although they didn't find them to be very helpful either. Tessier (2013) also acknowledged the link between psychological problems and the overuse of cell phones and the internet. He sees this as an area for further study considering the positive experience his students had with using the phones as a meaningful academic tool (p. 27). 


 Students are acclimated to their cell phones and when given the opportunity to use them as an inquiry tool, students on this study responded with positive and encouraging reactions. As Tessier (2013) says, "allowing students to access data via cell phones opens up a world of opportunities for inquiry base teaching and learning formats in the classroom, complementing their use in laboratory settings" (p. 28).  Educators need to reconsider their thinking of cell phones as a problem  and start to recognize the vital and responsible ways to utilize such\ technologies, especially as the world continues to advance so quickly technologically. Tessier points out (as cited in King, 1993, p. 30-35) "As educators, it is our role to help students to develop skills in accessing this information and effectively using it for academic and life long learning purposes." 
Conclusion

Teachers can begin to accept the presence of cell phones and effectively utilize them as tools for greater learning. The research here shows that students easily embrace the option to use their cell phones as inquiry tools. While the study does not conclude that cell phone use improved learning, it did show the positive reaction of students.  Educators who are willing to move away from the negative notion that cell phones are a distraction will soon discover a more engaged, positive, and self- motivated classroom of students eager to learn. 
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